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ABSTRACT 

Two sets of analyses were done to examine the 
"holding power" of ninth grade courses. The first looked at the 
courses taken by high-risk students who were in the ninth grade in 
1978-79. The second set of analyses looked at the courses taken by 
high-risk students from a dropout study who were in the ninth grade 
in 1979-80. Only three courses were significantly related to staying 
in school or dropping out in both analyses. Varsity sports and 
photography were positively related to staying in school and 
enrollment in study hall was related to dropping out. The 
relationships described are unlikely to have occurred by chance, but 
the causes behind them remain obscure. (BW) 
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HOLDING POWER OF NINTH-GRADE COURSES 

Using the data file created as part of the Dropout Study, it is pos- 
sible to identify high-risk students who do and do not drop out of 
school. An examination of the courses taken by these students in the 
ninth grade may provide information about the relationship between 
course selection and dropping out. if there are courses with greater 
than expected concentrations of high-risk students who did not drop 
out, then one might argue that those classes had a strong holding power 
for high-risk students. Or one could argue that high-risk students who 
select those courses differ in some unmeasured way f r om high-risk stu- 
dents who drop out. 

Conversely, courses with greater than expected concentrations of high- 
risk students who drop out may attract those who .ultimately drop out, 
or they may in some way promote dropping out. 

Two sets of analyses vere done to examine the "holding power" of ninth 
grade courses. The first looked at the courses taken by high-risk 
students who were in the ninth grade in 1978*79. These were students 
who were at the expected grade for their age. The second set of anal- 
yses looked at the courses taken by high-risk students from the dropout 
study who were in the ninth grade in 1979*80. These students were one 
grade below that expected for their age. 

The attached tables describe the relationship between groups of courses 
and dropping out for the high-risk students. Enrollment in some 
courses is related to dropping out. Enrollment in others is related to 
staying in, and enrollment in others is neutral. The relationships 
described are unlikely to have occurred by chance, but the causes 
behind them remain obscure. It may be productive, however, to explore 
these results in order to better understand what happens to our high- 
risk students in high school. 

An examination of the results raises questions such as the following: 

1. Are we encouraging students to drop out by assigning them to 
remedial classes such as FOH where they receive the same 
instruction over and over? 

2. Are we providing students with valuable training in areas such 
as electricity/electronics and graphic arts which enable them 
to quit school and find a good job? 

3. Does calling attention to high-risk students as might occur 
in speech and drama encourage them to leave school? 

4. If high risk-students take band, are their chances of dropping 
out increased? 

Only three courses were significantly related to staying in school or 
dropping out in both analyses. Varsity sports and photography were 
positively related to staying in school and enrollment in study hall 
was related to dropping out. 
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Figure K "HOLDING POWER" OF NINTiWJRADE COURSES FOR 

illCli-RXSK STUDENTS IN NINTH GRADE IN 1978-79* 

(Page 2 of 2) 

*Tlf&so students were on grado level for age. 
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Figure 2< 

*lliese students were behind in 
grade for age. 
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